
AIR FORCE ACRONYMS 

 1st Lt - First Lieutenant 

 2d Lt - Second Lieutenant  

A 

 A1C - Airman First Class  

 AB - Airman Basic  

 ACC - Air Combat Command  

 ACOT - Advanced Communications Officer Training  

 ACSC - Air Command and Staff College  

 ADC - Area Defense Council  

 ADCON - Administrative Control  

 ADP - Airman Development Plan  

 ADPE - Automated Data Processing Equipment  

 AEF - Aerospace Expeditionary Force  

 AETC - Air Education and Training Command  

 AEW - Air Expeditionary Wing  

 AFA - Air Force Academy or Air Force Association  

 AFAA - Air Force Audit Agency  

 AFAMS - Air Force Agency for Modeling and Simulation  

 AFB - Air Force Base  

 AFCA - Air Force Communications Agency  

 AFCAA - Air Force Cost Analysis Agency  

 AFCAT - Air Force Catalog  

 AFCEE - Air Force Center for Engineering and the Environment  

 AFCENT - Air Forces Central  

 AFCESA - Air Force Civil Engineer Support Agency  

 AFCLC - Air Force Culture and Learning Center  

 AFFMA - Air Force Frequency Management Agency  

 AFFSA - Air Force Flight Standards Agency  

 AFFSC - Air Force Financial Services Center  

 AFGSC - Air Force Global Strike Command  

 AFH - Air Force Handbook  

 AFHRA - Air Force Historical Research Agency  

 AFI - Air Force Instruction  

 AFIA - Air Force Inspection Agency  

 AFIAA - Air Force Intelligence Analysis Agency  

 AFISRA - Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency  

 AFIT - Air Force Institute of Technology  

 AFLMA - Air Force Logistics Management Agency  

 AFLOA - Air Force Legal Operations Agency  

 AFMA - Air Force Manpower Agency  

 AFMAN - Air Force Manual  

 AFMC - Air Force Material Command  
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 AFMOA - Air Force Medical Operations Agency  

 AFMS - Air Force Manpower Standards  

 AFMSA - Air Force Medical Support Agency  

 AFNIC - Air Force Network Integration Center  

 AFNORTH - Air Forces Northern (First Air Force)  

 AFNSEPO - Air Force National Security Emergency Preparedness Office  

 AFNWCA - Air Force Nuclear Weapons and Counterproliferation Agency  

 AFOG - Air Force Operations Group  

 AFPAA - Air Force Public Affairs Agency  

 AFPAM - Air Force Pamphlet  

 AFPC - Air Force Personnel Center  

 AFPCA - Air Force Pentagon Communications Agency  

 AFPD - Air Force Policy Directive  

 AFPEO - Air Force Program Executive Office  

 AFPET - Air Force Petroleum Agency  

 AFPOA - Air Force Personnel Operations Agency  

 AFRBA - Air Force Review Boards Agency  

 AFRC - Air Force Reserve Command  

 AFRL - Air Force Research Lab  

 AFRPA - Air Force Real Property Agency  

 AFSA - Air Force Sergeants Association  

 AFSC - Air Force Specialty Code or Air Force Safety Center  

 AFSFC - Air Force Security Forces Center  

 AFSO 21 - Air Force Smart Operations for the 21st Century  

 AFSOC - Air Force Special Operations Command  

 AFSOUTH - Air Forces Southern (Twelfth Air Force)  

 AFSPC - Air Force Space Command  

 AFSVA - Air Force Services Agency  

 AFVA - Air Force Visual Aids  

 AFWA - Air Force Weather Agency  

 AGSM - Ainti-G Straining Maneuver  

 ALO - Air Liaison Officer  

 ALS - Airman Leadership School  

 AMC - Air Mobility Command  

 Amn - Airman  

 AMMO Troop - Munitions Systems Technician AMMO (U.S. Air Force)  

 AMS - Academy of Military Science  

 AMW - Air Mobility Wing  

 AMXS - Aircraft Maintenance Squadron  

 ANG - Air National Guard  

 AOC - Air and Space Operations Center  

 APS - Aerial Port Squadron  

 AS - Airlift Squadron  

 ASBC - Air and Space Basic Course  

 ATO - Air Tasking Order  

 AU - Air University  
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 AW - Airlift Wing  

 AWACS - Airborne Warning and Control System (E-3 Sentry) or A War Against 

Common Sense (nickname for the E-3 Sentry)  

 AWC - Air War College  

 AWOL - Absent Without Leave  

B 

 BAH - Basic Allowance for Housing  

 BCGs - Birth Control Glasses (nickname for eye glasses issued by the US military)  

 BCOT - Basic Communications Officer Training  

 BITS - Base Information Transfer System  

 BFM - Basic Fighter Maneuvers  

 BONE - Nickname for the B-1 Lancer  

 BOQ - Bachelor Officer Quarters  

 Brig Gen - Brigadier General  

 BS - Bomb Squadron  

 BSA - Basic Surface Attack  

 Buff - Nickname for a B-52 Stratofortress  

 Butterbar - Slang expression for the rank of second lieutenant; refers to the distinctive 

gold color of the rank insignia.  

 BW - Bomb Wing  

C 

 C-Day - The unnamed day on which a deployment operation begins or is to begin  

 C2 - Command and Control  

 C4ISR - Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance, 

and Reconnaissance  

 CA - Combat Arms  

 CAF - Combat Air Force  

 CAI - Computer Aided Instruction  

 CAOC - Combined Air and Space Operations Center  

 Capt - Captain  

 CAS - Close Air Support  

 CAT - Crisis Action Team  

 CATM - Combat Arms Training and Maintenance  

 CBT - Computer Based Training  

 CBRNE - Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and High Yield Explosives  

 CCAF - Community College of the Air Force  

 CCT - Combat Control  

 CDC - Career Development Course  

 CES - Civil Engineering Squadron  

 CFEPT - Career Field Education and Training Plan  

 CFT - Cockpit Familiarization Trainer  
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 CGO - Company Grade Officer (lieutenants and captains)  

 CGOC - Company Grade Officers' Council  

 CI - Counterintelligence  

 CMO - Civil-Military Operations  

 CMSAF - Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force  

 CMSgt - Chief Master Sergeant  

 CNO - Computer Network Operations  

 CNT - Counter Narco-Terror  

 COA - Course of Action  

 Col - Colonel  

 COMINT - Communications Intelligence  

 CONOPS - Concept of Operations  

 CONS - Contracting Squadron  

 CONUS - Continental United States  

 COMAFFOR - Commander, Air Force Forces  

 CPF - Civilian Personnel Flight  

 CPTS - Comptroller Squadron  

 CS - Communications Squadron  

 CSAF - Chief of Staff of the Air Force  

 CSAR - Combat Search and Rescue  

 CSS - Commander's Support Staff (orderly room)  

D 

 D-Day - The unnamed day on which an operation begins or is to begin  

 DACBT - Dissimilar Air Combat Training  

 DEERS - Defense Eligibility Enrollment Reporting System  

 DFAC - Dining Facility  

 DMSP - Defense Meteorological Satellite Program  

 Dollar Ride - A pilot's first flight in an airframe  

 Doolie - nickname for a first year Air Force Academy cadet  

 DRU - Direct Reporting Unit  

 DSCS - Defense Satellite Communications System  

 DSP - Defense Support Program  

 DSPD - Defense Support to Public Diplomacy  

E 

 EADS - Eastern Air Defense Sector  

 EELV - Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicle  

 EET - Exercise Evaluation Team  

 ELINT - Electronic signals Intelligence  

 EGI - Embedded GPS/Inertial Navigation  

 ENJJPT - Euro NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training  

 EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal  
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 EPR - Enlisted Performance Report  

 ERO - Engine Running Onload/Offload  

 EW - Electronic Warfare  

 EWO - Electronic Warfare Officer  

F 

 FAC - Forward Air Controller  

 FAIP - First Assignment Instructor Pilot  

 FGO - Field Grade Officer (majors, lieutenant colonels, and colonels)  

 Fini Flight - A pilot's last flight in the aircraft before he/she leaves a squadron  

 FLPP - Foreign Language Profeciency Pay  

 FOA - Field Operating Agency  

 Four Fan Trash Can - Nickname for the C-130 Hercules  

 Four Fans of Freedom - Nickname for the C-130 Hercules  

 FSS - Force Support Squadron  

 FTAC - First Term Airman's Center  

 FTU - Formal Training Unit  

 FTW - Flying Training Wing  

 FS - Fighter Squadron  

 FW - Fighter Wing  

G 

 G-LOC - G-induced Loss of Consciousness  

 GBS - Global Broadcast Service  

 GCIC - Global Cyberspace Integration Center  

 Gen - General  

 GLCM - Ground Launched Cruise Missile  

 Gp - Group  

 GPC - Government Purchase Card  

 GPS - Global Positioning System  

 GTC - Government Travel Card  

H 

 HAF - Headquarters Air Force  

 HALO - High Altitude, Low Opening  

 HARM - High Speed Anti-Radiation Missile  

 HARRT - Humanitarian Assistance Rapid Response Team  

 Hawg - Nickname for the A-10 Thunderbolt II  

 HTS - HARM Targeting System  

 HUMINT - Human Intelligence  
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I 

 IA - Information Assurance  

 ICBM - Intercontinental Ballistic Missile  

 IFE - In-Flight Emergency  

 IFF - Identification Friend or Foe or Introduction to Fighter Fundamentals  

 IFFCC - Integrated Flight and Fire Control Computer  

 IFT - Introductory Flight Training  

 IG - Inspector General  

 IMINT - Imagery Intelligence  

 IP - Instructor Pilot  

 IPB - Intelligence Preparation of the Battlespace  

 IO - Information Operations  

 IOIC - Information Operations Integration Course  

 IS - Intelligence Squadron  

 ISR - Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance  

 ITT - Information, Tickets, and Travel  

J 

 J-STARS - Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar System  

 JA - Judge Advocate  

 JA/ATT - Joint Airborne/Air Transportability Training  

 JAOC - Joint Air and Space Operations Center  

 JDAM - Joint Direct Attack Munition  

 JFACC - Joint Forces Air Component Commander  

 JOPES - Joint Operation Planning and Execution System  

 JPATS - Joint Primary Air Training System  

 JPPT - Joint Primary Pilot Training  

 JSOW - Joint Standoff Weapon  

 JSUPT - Joint Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training  

K 

 KISS - Keep It Simple Stupid  

L 

 LATN - Low Altitude Tactical Navigation  

 Lawn Dart - Nickname for F-16 Fighting Falcon  

 LGB - Laser-Guided Bomb  

 LRS - Logistics Readiness Squadron  

 LOAC - Law of Armed Conflict  

 LOR - Letter of Reprimand  
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 LOWAT - Low Altitude Training  

 Lt Col - Lieutenant Colonel  

 Lt Gen - Lieutenant General  

M 

 MAC - Military Airlift Command  

 MAF - Mobility Air Force  

 Maj - Major  

 Maj Gen - Major General  

 MANPAD - Man-Portable Air Defense  

 MARE - Major Accident Response Exercise  

 MASINT - Measurement and Signature Intelligence  

 MATS - Military Air Transport Service  

 MDG - Medical Group  

 MIF - Maneuver Item File  

 MILDEC - Military Deception  

 MOAB - Massive Ordinance Air Blast Bomb  

 MOOTW - Military Operations Other than War  

 MOS - Maintenance Operations Squadron  

 Mosquito Wings - Nickname for the Airman rank insignia  

 MPF - Military Personnel Flight  

 MRE - Meal Ready to Eat  

 MSG - Mission Support Group  

 MSgt - Master Sergeant  

 MSS - Mission Support Squadron  

 Mud Hen - Nickname for the F-15E Strike Eagle  

 MWS - Major Weapons System  

 MXG - Maintenance Group  

 MXS - Maintenance Squadron  

N 

 NAF - Numbered Air Force  

 NCC - Network Control Center  

 NCO - Non-commissioned Officer  

 NCOA - Non-commissioned Officer Academy  

 NCOIC - Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge  

 NCW - Network-Centric Warfare  

 NEADS - Northeast Air Defense Sector  

 NOSC - Network Operations and Security Center  

 NOTAM - Notice To Airmen  

 NSI - Nuclear Surety Inspection  

 NVG - Night Vision Goggles  
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 OCONUS - Outside the Continental United States (overseas)  

 OG - Operations Group  

 OODA - Observe Orient Decide Act  

 OPCON - Operational Control  

 OPR - Officer Performance Report  

 OPSEC - Operations Security  

 OPTN - Operationalizing and Professionalizing the Network  

 ORI - Operational Readiness Inspection  

 ORM - Operation Risk Management  

 OSI - Office of Special Investigation  

 OSS - Operations Support Squadron  

 OTS - Officer Training School  

P 

 PA - Public Affairs  

 PACAF - Pacific Air Forces  

 PAR - Precision Approach Radar  

 PAS - Political Affairs Strategist  

 PAX - Air passengers  

 PCS - Permanent Change of Station  

 PDS - Permanent Duty Station  

 PFT - Physical Fitness Test  

 PJ - Pararescueman  

 PME - Professional Military Education  

 PSYOP - Psychological Operations  

 PTL - Physical Training Leader  

Q 

 QAF - Quality Air Force  

R 

 RA - Resource Advisor  

 RAF - Royal Air Force  

 RAS - Regional Affairs Strategist  

 RNLTD - Report No Later Than Date  

 ROAD - Retired On Active-Duty  

 RQS - Rescue Squadron  

 RTB - Return To Base  

 RTIC - Real Time In the Cockpit  
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 RW - Reconnaissance Wing  

S 

 SAASS - School of Advanced Air and Space Studies  

 SAC - Strategic Air Command  

 SAF - Secretary of the Air Force  

 SAM - Surface to Air Missile  

 SARC - Sexual Assault Response Coordinator  

 SATCOM - Satellite Communications  

 SAV - Staff Assisted Visit  

 SBIRS - Space-Based Infrared System  

 SEAD - Suppression of Enemy Air Defenses  

 SEADS - Southeast Air Defense Sector  

 SERE - Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape  

 SF - Security Forces  

 SFS - Security Forces Squadron  

 Shirt - A unit first sergeant  

 SIGINT - Signals Intelligence  

 Slick Sleeve - Nickname for an Airman Basic (owing to the absence of rank insignia on 

an individual's sleeve)  

 SMSgt - Senior Master Sergeant  

 SNCO - Senior Non-commissioned Officer  

 SNCOA - Senior Non-commissioned Officer Academy  

 SOPS - Space Operations Squadron  

 SOS - Squadron Officer School or Special Operations Squadron  

 SOW - Special Operations Wing  

 Sq - Squadron  

 SrA - Senior Airman  

 SSgt - Staff Sergeant  

 STEP - Stripe Through Exceptional Performance  

 Stink Bug - Nickname for the F-117 Nighthawk  

 STS - Special Tactics Squadron  

 SVS - Services Squadron  

 SW - Space Wing  

 SWA - Southwest Asia  

T 

 TAC - Tactical Air Command  

 TAC-P - Tactical Air Control Party  

 TACON - Tactical Control  

 Tail-End Charlie - Person bringing up the rear of a formation or a tail gunner  

 TCNO - Time Compliance Network Order  

 TCTO - Time Compliance Technical Order  
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 TDY - Temporary Duty  

 TGP - Targeting Pod  

 TLAR - That Looks About Right  

 TLF - Temporary Living Facility  

 TO - Technical Order  

 TRW - Training Wing  

 TSgt - Technical Sergeant (also called Tech Sergeant)  

 TST - Time-Sensitive Target  

 TTP - Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures  

U 

 UAV - Unmanned Aerial Vehicle  

 UCI - Unit Compliance Inspection  

 UNWT - Undergraduate Network Warfare Training  

 UPT - Undergraduate Pilot Training  

 USAF - United States Air Force  

 USAFA - United States Air Force Academy  

 USAFE - United States Air Forces in Europe  

V 

 Viper - Nickname for the F-16 Fighting Falcon  

W 

 WG - Wing  

 WIC - Weapons Instructor Course  

 WSO - Weapon Systems Officer  

 WX - Weather  

X 

 X-plane - Experimental aircraft  

Z 

 Zoo - Nickname for the Air Force Academy  

 Zoomie - Nickname for an Air Force Academy graduate or cade 
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